Fig. 4.1. Schematic showing the major reservoirs that exchange carbon on millenial and sub-millenial timescales, thereby participating in climate change (represented by the uppermost box). Black arrows indicate the directions of the exchanges with mean time constants. Thick double-headed arrows are meant to convey the potential for abrupt impacts on pCO2 and thus climate from oceanic processes (left side) and more gradual impacts from continental processes. Numbers inside the boxes indicate estimated reservoir sizes in Gt C.

