Fig. 6.14. Summer Palmer drought severity index (PDSI) as reconstructed from a continental network of drought-sensitive tree ring width records (Cook et al. 1999).  PDSI less than zero represents dry conditions.  A.D. 1746 and 1752 were El Niño and La Niña years, respectively, as reconstructed by Stahle et al. (1998).  These maps show that summer soil moisture conditions resembled those associated with the same phases of the ENSO fluctuation in the instrumental period.
