Fig. 6.18. A. 20-year running mean of fire events in five giant sequoia groves compared with tree ring indices of temperature-responsive bristlecone pine from near upper tree limit in the nearby White Mountains (from Swetnam 1993) B. Departures of tree ring width index (from A.D. 500-1850 mean) of precipitation-responsive bristlecone pine from near lowest forest border in the White Mountains, California. These are used as an index of regional drought; they are unaffected by fire in the nearby Sierra Nevada. They are shown for 5 years before and after fire in 0 to 5 giant sequoia groves in the Sierra Nevada. Small asterisks p<0.01, large asterisks p<0.001. The most extensive fires are clearly associated with drought years recorded by tree rings  (from Swetnam 1993).
