Fig. 7.5. Evidence for human impact and climate change in the Mediterranean region over the last 6000 to 7000 years. Part A shows pollen, rock-magnetic and benthic foraminifers records and Uk-37-based sea-surface temperature (SST) reconstructions from the mid-Adriatic (Core RF 93-30) plotted against a timescale derived from a wide range of chronological indicators (Oldfield 1996; Oldfield et al. in press). Pollen analytical evidence for forest clearance from ca. 3600 cal. BP onwards and from ca AD 1200 coincide with evidence for an acceleration in erosive input from the land surface (see especially the calculated fluxes of (nd (fd) as well as changes in the benthic foraminifers morpho-species assemblages indicative of increased stress as a result of higher sediment supply and organic enrichment. There are, simultaneously, major shifts in inferred SST and these, along with many other lines of evidence (eg. Jalut et al. 2000) point to climate changes taking place at roughly the same time. Parts B and C set the tree-herb pollen ratio and the Uk-37-based SST reconstructions from core RF 93-30 alongside several lines of evidence for human impact at the Lago di Mezzano site in C Italy (Ramrath et al. 1998). From the comparison, it can be seen that both of the main periods of forest clearance recorded in the Adriatic are strongly represented in the more site-specific record from Mezzano, which also correlates closely with the archaeological and historical record from the region. The data shown here are a small part of the large assemblage of data from the Mediterranean region that point to both climatic and human influences on late Holocene environmental change, but the nature of the balance and of the interactions between the two remains an open question.

