Fig. 3.3. The Last Interglacial (135 to 110 ka BP) in the North Atlantic and Norwegian Sea. High latitude June insolation and summer sea surface temperature versus absolute age for four ocean sediment cores located between 31°N and 72°N (Cortijo et al. 1999). Temperatures are obtained using the modern analog method (Prell 1985) with the North Atlantic data base from Pflaumann et al. (1996). Sea surface temperature and salinity began to decrease at high northern latitudes (72°N) simultaneously with decreases in high latitude summer insolation around 128 ka BP. However between 62 and 55°N, SST stayed high until about 118 ka BP, coincident with initiation of a major sea-level drop. During that period (and until the sea level rise associated with the next increase in insolation at 113 ka BP), lower latitude surface temperature (at 30-40°N) either did not change or increased slightly, suggesting a possible increase in meridional heat flux resulting from the increase in low latitude winter insolation (bottom curve).

