Fig. 2.2. Four climatic cycles. Climate records over the last 400,000 years. Deuterium, a proxy for local temperature, CO2, CH4 and dust (logarithmic scale) from the Vostok ice core (Petit et al. 1999, Pépin et al. in press). The Vostok dating is based on the glaciological time scale described in Petit et al. (1999). Below the Vostok records, the stacked low field magnetic susceptibility record (logarithmic scale) of the Chinese loess (Kukla et al. 1988) is plotted in SI units. The Chinese loess record has been obtained by averaging data from 2 different localities. The dating is established by considering the SPECMAP age for the last interglacial soil and the Bruhnes/Matuyama reversal taken at 780 kyr. The dating in-between has been interpolated.

