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46 ANNOUNCEMENTS

News
Host the PAGES 2021 OSM & YSM 
The Open Science Meeting (OSM) and Young Scientists Meeting (YSM) are the premier 
events on PAGES calendar, held every four years. The 2017 events in Spain were a huge 
success, with approximately 900 scientists in attendance.
be an integral part of this fantastic paleoscience community gathering. Expressions of 
Interest to host the next OSM and YSM, in the first half of 2021, are due 28 February 2019. 
All details: pages-osm.org

PAGES SSC and EXCOM news 
Applications to join PAGES Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) from January 2020 are 
due 14 February 2019. All details: pastglobalchanges.org/about/structure/scientific-
steering-committee/apply

At the end of 2018, we say goodbye and thank you to Executive Committee (EXCOM) 
member Pascale braconnot (France) and SSC members Hugues Goosse (belgium) and 
Yusuke Yokoyama (Japan). In January 2019, we welcome Paul Valdes (UK) and boris 
Vannière (France) to the SSC and blas Valero-Garcés (Spain) joins the EXCOM.

Congratulations to SSC member Ed brook, who will receive the Hans Oeschger Medal at 
the 2019 EGU General Assembly in Vienna, Austria.

Suggest a new working group or apply for meeting support 
Propose a new working group: pastglobalchanges.org/ini/wg/new-wg-proposal or apply 
for workshop support by 14 February 2019. This round of workshop support is an open 
call: pastglobalchanges.org/my-pages/meeting-support

Science Officer leaves PAGES 
Soon we will be saying “Cheers and good luck” to Deputy Executive 
Director and Science Officer Lucien von Gunten, who has been 
with PAGES for eight years. Among his many contributions, he has 
overseen the PAGES 2k Network activities and been responsible for 
the Past Global Changes Magazine.

This issue is his final publication with us! Lucien begins a new 
position as Scientific Advisor at the Swiss State Secretariat for 
Education, research and Innovation, with a main focus on the EU 
Framework Programmes for research. Thank you, Lucien, for all you 
have done to advance PAGES’ standing in the scientific community. Sarah Eggleston, 
currently at Empa in Zürich, Switzerland, joins PAGES as our new Science Officer.

Guest scientist 
SSC member Darrell Kaufman joined PAGES IPO as the guest scientist from July to 
December 2018. Darrell worked on data stewardship activities and guest edited this 
magazine.

PAGES Early-Career Network (ECN) 
Since launching in February, the ECN has been busy rallying early-career paleoscientists 
through a variety of initiatives – webinars, newsletters, regional representation and The 
Early Pages blog. read on and join! pastglobalchanges.org/ecn

Data stewardship
To advance our goal of accelerating scientific discovery by facilitating open and verifiable 
global paleoscience, PAGES signed two new commitments concerning the preservation 
and reuse of the scientific data underlying the research it helps coordinate. The 
agreements are with ICSU-WDS and the FAIr (findable, accessible, interoperable, and 
reusable) guiding principles, which builds on the Coalition for Publishing Data in Earth 
and Space Sciences (COPDESS).

In October 2018, PAGES held its first webinar, discussing the theme of data stewardship. 
Presenter Nick McKay, from the Linked Paleo Data framework (LiPD), introduced and 
explained this new paleoscience data storage system. Watch the webinar on PAGES’ 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/PastGlobalChanges

PAGES at INQUA 2019 
Have you seen the extensive list of PAGES sessions at the 20th INQUA Congress to 
be held from 25-31 July 2019 in Dublin, Ireland? Working groups and SSC members 
are well represented. Submit an abstract by 9 January 2019: pastglobalchanges.org/
calendar/127-pages/1778

Help us keep PAGES People Database up to date 
Have you changed institutions or are you about to move? Please check if your details are 
current: pastglobalchanges.org/people/people-database/edit-your-profile If you have 
problems updating your account, we can help. Contact pages@pages.unibe.ch 

Upcoming issue of Past Global Changes Magazine 
Our next magazine will be guest edited by the PALSEA working group and focuses on 
sea level. Although preparations are well underway, if you would like to contribute, please 
contact the IPO: pages@pages.unibe.ch

Calendar
LandCover6k: European Land-use at 6000BP
28-30 January 2019 – Hemmenhofen, Germany

PAGES 2k Network PALEOLINK workshop
6-8 February 2019 – Murcia, Spain

Extremes Integrative Activity workshop
18-20 February 2019 – Koblenz, Germany

VICS workshop: The Common Era and beyond
13-16 April 2019 – Cambridge, UK

DAPS 2nd workshop
29-31 May 2019 – College Park, USA

pastglobalchanges.org/calendar

Featured products
Aquatic Transitions 
The group questions if we can detect ecosys-
tem critical transitions and signals of changing 
resilience from paleo-ecological records (2018, 
Ecosphere 9).

C-PEAT 
Angela Gallego-Sala et al. examine how peatland 
carbon sink is to behave under future climate 
warming scenarios (2018, Nat Clim Change 8).

Floods 
The group reviews historical, botanical, and 
geological archives with a focus on the recording 
mechanisms of flood information, the historical 
development of the methodological approaches 
and the type of information that those archives 
can provide (2018, WIREs Water).

PEOPLE 3000 
Members published a paper which looks at 
energy consumption reaching back 10,000 years 
and across four continents (2018, PNAS 115).

QUIGS 
Members find that the Last Interglacial was punc-
tuated by a series of century-scale arid events in 
southern Europe and cold water-mass expansions 
in the North Atlantic (2018, Nat Commun 9).

SISAL 
The group published the first overview of its 
database's contents and structure (2018, Earth 
Sys Sci Data 10).

Warmer Worlds 
Members of PAGES Warmer Worlds Integra-
tive Activity stress the urgency of reducing CO2 
emissions to avert major environmental damages 
(2018, Nat Geo 11).

Cover 
Snapshot of open paleodata available from WDS 
repositories PANGAEA, NOAA National Centers 
for Environmental Informatics, and Neotoma 
Paleoecology Database, as of October 2018 
Data volumes continue to grow, powered 
by the ongoing generation of new data and 
the gathering and curation of these data into 
open, community-stewarded data resources. 
These open data are enabling new advances in 
geovisualization, data analysis, and data-model 
assimilation. For comparison, see the “Paleodata” 
PAGES news issue from 1998 (doi.org/10.22498/
pages.6.2). Image designed and produced by 
Tanya buckingham of the Cartography Lab at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA.
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John (Jack) Williams1 is a professor in 
the Department of Geography and former 
Director of the Center for Climatic research 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
USA. Jack currently serves as the Chair of 
the Leadership Council for the Neotoma 
Paleoecology Database (neotomadb.org). 
Jack also serves on the Earthrates Steering 
Committee and, with Mark Uhen and oth-
ers, is launching the Earth-Life Consortium 
(earthlifeconsortium.org) as a non-profit 
organization dedicated to making paleobio-
logical and paleoecological data free and 
easy to access. Jack's research emphasizes 
the spatial and temporal responses of plant 
species and communities to large, novel, 

and abrupt environ-
mental changes at 
local to continental 
scales. This work 
is indebted to the 
gathered data and 
knowledge of de-
cades of palynolo-
gists and paleoecol-

ogists. Much of his work in recent years has 
focused on powering the next generation of 
high-quality macro-scale science by build-
ing, supporting, and interlinking open paleo-
data resources such as the Paleobiology 

Database, NOAA-Paleoclimatology, and the 
Neotoma Paleoecology Database.

Alicia Newton2 graduated from the 
University of South Carolina, where she used 
foram geochemistry 
to reconstruct ocean 
conditions in the 
Indo-Pacific Warm 
Pool. She spent 11 
years as an editor for 
Nature Geoscience, 
where she handled 
paleoceanography 
among other topics. She helped to roll out 
policies on data availability and FAIr data at 
the journal and aided authors in making their 
data available at the time of publication. 
She is currently the Director of Science and 
Communications at the Geological Society 
of London, UK. 

Darrell Kaufman3 (regents’ Professor, 
School of Earth and Sustainability, Northern 
Arizona University, USA) is a Quaternary 
geologist and paleoclimatologist special-
izing in lake sediments, geochronology, and 
Arctic paleo environments. He is a member 
of the PAGES Scientific Steering Committee 
and is currently a guest scientist at the 
PAGES International Project Office and 

the Oeschger Centre for Climate Change 
research in bern, Switzerland. He has a 
special interest in PAGES' Data Stewardship 
Integrative Activity, an initiative that 
cross-cuts all PAGES working groups. He is 
motivated by the scientific benefit of pooling 
paleodata, and by the urgent need to curtail 
the scientific loss of valuable data resources. 
He recently led 
an open-data 
implementation 
pilot involving two 
special issues of 
the journal Climate 
of the Past, which 
provide examples 
of data stewardship 
for those aspiring to integrate their data into 
a larger global network of similar results. He 
is collaborating with several PAGES work-
ing groups to develop global paleo datas-
ets, and is working with the creators of the 
cyber-based infrastructure that enables data 
sharing and analysis.

AFFILIATIONS
1Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, USA. Twitter: @IceAgeEcologist

2Geological Society of London, UK. Twitter: @G_ruber
3School of Earth and Sustainability, Northern Arizona 
University, Flagstaff, USA. Twitter: @DKaufman1

Meet our Guest Editors
Data stewardship is a topic concerning the whole range of paleoscience stakeholders. To do justice to this diversity, 
we invited guest editors representing three of the key actors - the data archives, the publishers and the community.
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