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Contact 

The Island of Sri Lanka 

 

Location- 32 Kilometers east of southern  tip of India 

Area- 65,610 square kilometers 

Coastline Length-1639 km  

Climate- Dry, Intermediate and Wet zones  under humid 

                tropical climate 

Annual rainfall from below 1270mm to 5076mm 

Physiography-Central highland surrounded by a low,  

flat plain on all sides and extending to the sea 

 

Coastal features-Sandy beaches, spits, raised beaches, sand  dune hills, barrier 

beaches, high cliffs and low cliffs, coastal marshes, mangrove swamps, tidal flats and 

shallow  beds of  coastal and estuarine sea grass, deltas and lagoons. 

 

The objective of this paper is to show the submerged ancient river courses and other 

changes in the coastal zones of the Island due to sea level changes.   
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Coastal Features in Sri Lanka 
Canyons due to erosion and lowering sea levels , Bathymetry. Submerged river courses 
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Complicated patterns at  river mouth areas due to sea level rise,  
dune sand deposits and river sediments 
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Conclusions 

The  information given above are the geological evidences for the sea level  changes during 
quaternary period. Sea level  down indicates the erosion and formation of canyons and  
extension of rivers. Sea level rise indicates the sedimentation , inland coral deposits, change 
of river patterns and deposits of dunes.  

 
 

A survey was carried out in 

 most of places along the coast 

 and delta zones in Sri Lanka  to 

 study about the changes 

 of sea levels  in ancient period  

and the present situation  

of the  land  area. The details  

obtained from the various   

places and literature are describe  

 here.. 

 
Geology of Sri Lanka 
 
90%> Precambrian metamorphic rocks 
10% Miocene and Quaternary  Sedimentary rocks 
1% > Igneous rocks 

Coastal Features due to Sea Level Fluctuations 

Coastal Features in Sri Lanka 


