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Archival and epigraphic records, more 

than just a flood magnitude
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Flood information prior to instrumental 

records, consisting of:

Documentary sources

Epigraphic records

Images

Markers/objects

e.g. floodstones

Historical records



Why historical records

ÅConventional river gauging records 
rarely consist of  river flow data 
exceeding 50 years

ÅOnly a handful of  series extend >100 
years in length

ÅHistorical records provide information 
concerning high magnitude floods ð
events often not recorded within 
conventional gauged records

Flood marks on the Loire river 

at Puy-en-Velay.  M. Lang
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Sources of documentary records vary:

Academic publications e.g. British Rainfall

Estate records and diaries

Church/parish records

Local accounts/histories

Economic records

Military sources

City records

Newspapers

Documentary records



Explore how people have 

understood, been affected by and 

responded to extreme events.

Documentary records: Diaries





ÅEpigraphic markings indicating historic flood levels are relatively

common across much of Europe, covering several centuries in

many urban centres with major rivers.

ÅCan be found in unexpected places.

ÅSocietal value of markings in helping maintain local knowledge of

past flood levels.

Epigraphic markings



ÅNormally located on structures near the river that can be

easily viewed during and after flood events

ÅAs a result, most records are preserved on bridges (or on

their buttresses) and walls (defensive and domestic

structures)

ÅEpigraphic records represent a valuable tool in

understanding the nature and frequency of extreme flood

events

ÅExtreme floods became part of local folklore ïwith the

extent and impact recorded in popular songs and stories

Epigraphic markings



ÅA snapshot of events

ÅCan provide valuable 

information on water level, 

responses or impact

ÅStaged images common, 

or selective coverage

Images



Records exist in many forms from 

specifically constructed recording 

poles / structures

Can became powerful tools in the 

memories of the local populace

Focal points of mourning

Dolní-Be, CZ, River Elbe (Labe)Bohy Mill, CZ 

Flood Markers



ÅA number of issues are important in record persistence

ÅDegradation of materials / erosion

ÅLoss of historic materials during floods

ÅDestruction/renovation of buildings/structures

Record persistence



Why and where are records kept: 

Å Often in historic towns and cities, but can be found in the 

countryside (rural); they are often sites that have a long history of 

residence, or importance as monastic, trade, or governmental 

centres, reflecting literate individuals

Å Levels of significance ïwarning to the future or a lesson from the 

past?

Å Personal interest

Å Formal / informal recording

Recorder


