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community, a lot of compilation work 
and methodological harmonisations are 
still needed before global maps of Last 
Ice Age continent temperatures can be 
presented in near future.

In conclusion, the workshop served 
to set up an international agreement 
for the temporal range of the Last Ice 
Age time slice and provided a forum for 
extensive discussion of recently gained 
paleotemperature data and confl icting 
views on these new data. The workshop 
also served as a basis for new collabora-
tive research between paleoclimatolo-
gists working on land and in the ocean, 
and modelers. Following this encourag-
ing start in 1999, the second EPILOG 
workshop is planned to be held in Octo-
ber 2000 in order to reconcile “Global 
Ice Sheets and Sea Level during the Last 
Glacial Maximum” (www.images.cnrs-
gif.fr/workshops.html).
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The abrupt, millennial-scale climatic 
fl uctuations of the Last Glacial Termi-
nation are among the most intensively-
studied features of the late Quaternary. 
High-resolution records of this period 
are available from the terrestrial, marine 
and polar ice realms. Careful scrutiny of 
this collective evidence may well hold 
the key to understanding complex feed-
backs in land-sea-ice interactions, and 
to establishing the mechanisms behind 
some of the sub-Milankovitch climatic 
fl uctuations that are so prominent in the 
Greenland ice-core records. The INTI-
MATE programme, launched at the 
XIVth INQUA Congress held in Berlin 
in 1995, was established to encourage 
collaboration between members of the 
ice-core, marine and terrestrial ‘commu-
nities’ in order to synthesise the large 
number of high-resolution stratigraph-
ical records of the Last Glacial Ter-
mination that are now available from 
the North Atlantic region. Subsidiary 
aims included establishing procedures 
for more precise dating and more accu-
rate correlations of regional and/or site 
data-sets, and testing the notion that the 
North Atlantic limb of the ocean con-
veyor was the major driver of abrupt 
climatic changes in the North Atlantic 
region during the Last Glacial Termina-
tion. The main outcome of this collab-
orative effort so far has been the formu-
lation of a new stratigraphic scheme for 
the North Atlantic region: an ‘event stra-
tigraphy’ for the Last Glacial Termina-
tion, based on the stratotype of the GRIP 
ice-core record (Björck et al., 1998; 
Walker et al., 1999). This is considered 
to offer a more satisfactory alternative 
to conventional stratigraphical proce-
dures for inter-regional data syntheses, 
as well as for the assessment of the 
degree of synchroneity of short-term 
climatic events. The scheme is gradu-
ally being adopted by more and more 
research groups to underpin regional 
data-syntheses, and to effect more pre-
cise inter-regional correlations (Walker 
et al., in prep.).

Integration of Ice-Core, Marine and Terrestrial 
Records (INTIMATE): A Core Project of the 
INQUA Commission on Paleoclimate 

The INTIMATE programme is now 
entering a new phase. Following recom-
mendations made at a workshop held 
at the XVth INQUA Congress in Durban 
in August 1999, the INTIMATE pro-
gramme is to enlarge its focus to con-
sider the evidence not only from the 
North Atlantic region, but also from 
the South Atlantic and Mediterranean 
regions. The aims are to compare the 
timing and magnitude of millennial-
scale climatic fl uctuations during the 
Last Glacial Termination between these 
three major regions. The details of how 
the programme will proceed with this 
task will be discussed at the next interna-
tional workshop of INTIMATE, which 
will be held in Kangerlussuaq, Green-
land in August 2000. Participation in the 
work of INTIMATE is open to any sci-
entist with interests in, and/or data per-
tinent to, the aims of INTIMATE. Indi-
viduals or research groups who have 
developed detailed paleo-environmen-
tal reconstructions for the Last Glacial 
Termination in the Atlantic region, espe-
cially well-dated records suitable for cal-
ibration to the calendar time-scale, are 
encouraged to participate in the pro-
gramme by contacting the INTIMATE 
Secretary, Wim Hoek, or the INTIMATE 
Co-ordinator, John Lowe.
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