Announcements

Editorial

Is PAGES a closed club? Clearly the answer to this question is a matter
of opinion, and a matter of degree. As the new executive director at
the PAGES International Project Office, my own opinion is that PAGES
needs to make a proactive and concerted effort to ensure that it serves
as a transparent and useful institution that is perceived of as such by
the international Earth system science community. Here are a few of
the actions PAGES is now taking in this regard:

Communication and Outreach

Of the 80 countries that receive the PAGES newsletter, 30 are repre-
sented by only 1 or 2 individual scientists in our database. Surely, if
there are 102 active paleoenvironmental scientists in Switzerland, there
must be more than 2 inTurkey. We are now contacting all of the scien-
tists based in underrepresented countries on our mailing with the plea
to send us the names and addresses of their colleagues. This is only
a first step to ensuring that these individuals can benefit from PAGES
activities and, conversely, that PAGES can benefit from their research.

Research Activities

The European Union operates (supposedly) on the principle of “subsid-
iarity,” which is meant to ensure that rules and regulations are only
made in areas where there is a genuine need for pan-European legisla-
tion. PAGES will adopt a similar litmus test for its research activities.
Each PAGES promulgated research activity will be expected to demon-
strate a clear need for international coordination in order for the re-
search to be done well. In addition to clarifying their rationale and goals,
the leaders of PAGES research activities will be expected to identify pro-
posed products and outcomes, and set timelines for achieving these.

Workshops

PAGES provides funding for approximately 10 meetings per year.
Roughly half of these are planning workshops with the goal of further-
ing specific PAGES activities. This moiety of PAGES workshop funding is
top-down in nature and is meant to further targeted research objectives.
The remainder of PAGES workshop funding is bottom up in nature.
These latter meetings are funded in response mode based on requests
from individual scientists in the international community. PAGES has
developed new guidelines for its workshop support that are meant to
ensure that PAGES funding will strongly prioritize bringing together (1)
scientists who have not participated in PAGES workshops in the past
(2) young scientists and (3) scientists from developing countries. All
PAGES supported workshops are expected to be open to self funding
participants.

Given the increasing realization that human activities are influencing
the global climate and global environmental systems, a clear need ex-
ists for coordinated international attention to past climatic and environ-
mental changes of most relevance to the future. The PAGES program,
because of its strong community recognition and its light, flexible and
science driven nature is ideally suited to fill this need. The only way
the PAGES organization can work though, is as a completely inclusive
one.

KEITH ALVERSON
PAGES International Project Office, Bern, Switzerland
alverson@pages.unibe.ch
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Inside PAGES

Changes in the SSC

The PAGES Scientific Steering Com-
mittee welcomes two new members
in 2001:

Ryuji Tada started his academic
career as a field geologist in 1976. He
received his doctral degree from the
Faculty of Science, University of To-
kyo in 1981 on the study of diagen-
esis of siliceous sediments. During
a stay in U.S. from 1983 to 1985, he
became interested in topics such as
Milankovitch cycles and geochemical
cycles. In 1989, he participated in an
ODP Japan Sea cruise, and started
work on late Quaternary paleocean-
ography and paleoclimate, especial-
ly in north Pacific region including
the Japan Sea. His current interests
are the origin and mechanisms of
millennial to centennial scale varia-
tions of the Asian monsoon and their
impacts on global climate.

Carole L. Crumley holds a Ph.D.
in Anthropology, specializing in ar-
chaeology and ecology (1972), from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and is Professor of Anthropology
at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill and Fellow of the Car-
olina Environmental Program. She
is a member of the U.S. DIVERSI-
TAS Committee and vice chairman
of the U.S. Committee of the Inter-
national Union of Anthropological
and Ethnological Sciences. She stud-
ies the evolution of land use in Bur-
gundy (France) at several temporal
scales, employing an interdisciplin-
ary framework that integrates geo-
morphology, climate history, and
biogeography with archaeological
and documentary evidence and infor-
mation from contemporary inhabit-
ants. Her current research focuses
on challenges to the region’s historic
sustainability posed by international
agricultural, trade, and tariff agree-
ments.

PAGES thanks the two members
rotating off the committee, Yugo Ono
of Hokkaido University Sapporo, Ja-
pan and Anne DeVernal of the Univer-
sity of Quebec in Montreal, Canada
for their support over the past sev-
eral years. Both continue their active
research careers and involvement



with PAGES through the PEP2 and
IMAGES programs respectively.

Changes at the PAGES Office

The International Project Office has
also seen turnover in 2001, with
Keith Alverson taking over as Execu-
tive Director and Isabelle Larocque
as Science Officer.

Keith Alverson is no stranger
to PAGES, having served as Sci-
ence Officer since 1997 Keith is a
physical oceanographer by training
with research interests in numerical
modeling of open ocean convection,
reconstructing air-sea fluxes at high
latitudes, inverse ocean box model-
ing of glacial CO, levels and statisti-
cal analysis of high latitude ENSO
teleconnections. Over the next few
years, Keith hopes to enhance PAG-
ES’ role as an international advocate
of the value of paleoenvironmental
research.

Educated as a biologist, Isabelle
Larocque has a Masters degree in
limnology and studied the sedimen-
tation of phytoplankton in different
enclosures. As a Ph.D. student in
Environmental Sciences, she began
her paleoecology studies with pol-
len analysis and anthracology in hu-
mus and peat bogs. A first postdoc
brought her back to lake sediments
using chironomids to quantitatively
reconstruct climate. As the new Sci-
ence Officer, she will be the pri-
mary contact for the PANASH and
Environmental Processes and Hu-
man Dimensions foci. She is partic-
ularly enthusiastic about widening
her knowledge in paleoclimate and
paleoenvironments.

Frank Oldfield, executive director
of PAGES for the past 5 years, has
retired to his home in Liverpool, UK.
During his time at the PAGES office,
Frank was a consistent spokesman
for the use of paleo-archives as not
only climate proxies, but rather as
a tool for understanding the past dy-
namics of environmental processes,
including the influence of humans.
Although stepping down from his du-
ties in the PAGES office, Frank plans
to continue a strong involvement
with PAGES as chair of the Human
Dimensions and Environmental Sys-
tems Focus.
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EURESCO
Conferences

A programme of the Euro-
pean Science
Foundation

NTERSECTIO

Achieving Climate Predictability using
Paleoclimate Data

Euresco Conference on Abrupt Climate Change Dynamics

Castelvecchio Pascoli, Italy, 10-15 November 2001

® What is abrupt climate change and is it important for climate prediction?
T. Palmer (Reading, UK), W. Broecker (Lamont Doherty, USA), J. Willebrand (Kiel, D),
A. Berger (Louvain, B), J. Overpeck (Arizona, USA)

e Late Glacial Abrupt Change- is it applicable to the future?
B. Ammann (Bern, CH), B. Huntley (Durham, UK), D. Raynaud (Grenoble, F),
E. Cortijo (Gif/Yvette, F), A. Korhola (Helsinki, SF), T. Stocker (Bern, CH),
A. Ganapoloski (Postdam, D), V. Markgraf (Colorado, USA), F. Trincardi (Bologna, 1)

e Early Holocene Abrupt Change- is it applicable to the future?
R. Alley (Pennsylvania, USA), U. von Graffenstein (Gif/Yvette, F), E. Ito (Minnesota, USA),
C. Hillaire-Marcel (Montreal, CAN)

e Mid Holocene Abrupt Change- is it applicable to the future?
M. Claussen (Postdam, D), S. Harrison (Jena, D), J.-C. Duplessy (Gif/Yvette, F),
F Gasse (Aix-en-P, F), B. Zolithska (Postdam, D), S. Joussaume (Gif/Yvette, F)
P DeMenocal (Lamont Doherty, USA)

e The Last Millennium — detecting anthropogenic change?
H. Wanner (Bern, CH), J. Mitchell (Hadley Centre, UK), D. Verschuren (Gent, B),
M. Latif (Hamburg, D), M. Saarnisto (Geol. Survey SF), K. Alverson (Bern, CH)
R. Bradley (Massachussetts USA), K. Briffa (East Anglia, UK)

The goals of this meeting are to summarize the state-of-the-art
and guide efforts to answer questions regarding Abrupt Climate
Change Dynamics.

The conference is open to researchers world-wide. Participation
will be limited to 100. The emphasis will be on discussion about
new developments. The conference fee covers registration, full
board and lodging. Grants will be available, in particular from
nationals from EU or Associated States under 35 years old. Ad-
ditional funding from PAGES will also be available for participants
from Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, Africa and
South America.

Deadline for applications:
15 August 2001

www.esf.org/euresco/01/1c01170b.htm
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